
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
Geneva, 9 September  
 
EXPO MILAN 2015. THE FIFDH AND THE CITY OF GENEVA ORGANISE A HIGH-LEVEL DEBATE: 
 

DO INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND LAND ACQUISITIONS THREATEN THE 
RIGHT TO FOOD ? 
 

On 18 September 2015 at 8 pm, on the Swiss Pavilion, the International Film Festival and Forum on Human 
Rights (FIFDH) and the City of Geneva will exclusively, and for the first time, bring together experts from the 
civil society, the private sector, the WTO and former Special Rapporteur for the Right to Food, Jean Ziegler.  
 

Jean Ziegler, author of the book Betting on Famine: Why the World Still Goes Hungry (The New Press) will take part in 
a debate alongside the WTO’s Director of the Council and Committee on Trade Negotiations Victor do Prado, the 
Executive Director of the Syngenta Foundation, Marco Ferroni, and Silva Lieberherr, a leading expert on changing 
the paradigm in agriculture and land-grabbing with the NGO Pain pour le Prochain.  
 

After the screening of the film Rubber in a Rice Bowl by Christophe Gironde, Helena Ziherl and Reto Steffen, a debate 
will take place, moderated by Michel Cerutti, journalist for RTS and TV5 Monde, which will be open to the public.  
 

The event is co-organized by the Graduate Institute of International and Developmental Studies of Geneva (IHEID) and 
the Swiss Network for International Studies (SNIS). 
 

On Thursday 17 September, at 2:30 pm, the FIFDH will screen Io Sto con la Sposa (On The Bride’s Side), a film 
by Antonio Augugliaro, Gabriele Del Grande and Khaled Soliman Al Nassiry, which won the Geneva Grand Prize at last 
year’s festival. The FIFDH, the City of Geneva and the Swiss Consulate in Milan will invite local students to a 
discussion with the co-director Antonio Augugliaro on the rights of refugees in Europe, in the presence of the Mayor 
of Geneva, Esther Alder and the Vice-Mayor Sami Kanaan.  
 

>> Download full schedule 
 
 «  As its contribution to the World Expo Milan 2015, Geneva, an innovative, sustainable and multicultural city, has 
decided to showcase projects which reflect the richness of its cultural, intellectual, agricultural and gastronomic life. The 
city has wished to focus especially on the theme of food, the Expo central theme, through the vision of a number of 
artists. In this case, our collaboration with the FIFDH for two events including the projection of films and debates in the 
presence of Jean Ziegler, sociologist and former UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, reflects our desire to 
encourage artistic expression accompanied by a necessary thought-process to treat this subject, which is all too often 
approached only from consumerist and economic angles » declared Sami Kanaan, Vice-Mayor of Geneva 
 

« A film, a subject, a debate: the FIFDH’s signature formula continues to prove its worth. It is crucial, now more than 
ever, to give a strong voice to civil society at the heart of these great international gatherings, and to open debates that 
contradict governmental and entrepreneurial bodies. A filmmaker’s eye is a powerful tool, capable of gathering these 
actors, and everyone has something to gain: it is through questionning and public debate that human rights will be best 
defended, everywhere and always », declared Isabelle Gattiker, Director of the International Film Festival and Forum 
on Human Rights (FIFDH). 
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