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Geneva, 2 November 2016  

 

 

 

“ESCALADE” RUNNERS TO INVADE THE PALAIS DES NATIONS ! 

 

 

The United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG) will once again welcome a training 
session in preparation for the traditional Geneva run, the Course de l’Escalade, in the 
Ariana Park and around the Palais des Nations on Sunday 6 November 2016. 

The meeting point is 10 a.m. at the Place des Nations. 

Michael Møller, Director-General of UNOG, said: “Following the highly successful 
training sessions of the last two years, we are delighted to welcome the Geneva public 
again to the Ariana Park. It is a marvellous way to discover, or rediscover, the green 
spaces of the Palais des Nations as well as the numerous works of art in it, while 
exercising.” 

In order to highlight the variety of activities carried out by the Geneva-based United 
Nations organizations, the annual Escalade training run focuses on a different international 
organization every year. This year, it is the International Trade Centre (ITC), which is a 
joint agency of the World Trade Organization and the United Nations. ITC is solely 
dedicated to supporting small and medium-sized enterprises in developing countries 
connect to global markets. 

The training session will be an opportunity to learn more about ITC’s work on 
ensuring inclusive and sustainable trade, and how it supports Member States of the United 
Nations in achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. “The involvement of 
the International Trade Centre strengthens the participation of members of International 
Geneva in this important event for Geneva and the region,” added Mr. Møller. 

The Course de l’Escalade will take place, as every year, on the first Friday and 
Saturday in December in the streets of Geneva’s Old Town. It is one of the most popular 
sporting events in Geneva; more than 37,000 people participated in 2015. 

The training session at the Palais des Nations on 6 November is the result of a 
partnership among seven entities: the Course de l’Escalade Committee, the Swiss 
Confederation, the Republic and Canton of Geneva, the City of Geneva, the commune of 
Pregny-Chambésy, the ITC, and the United Nations Office at Geneva. 

As in previous years, the International School of Geneva will again be offering 
refreshments to runners following the training session. 

Participation in this key annual event is an opportunity for the United Nations, its 
agencies and its many partners, to express collective appreciation for the continued 
support of their hosts, and an opportunity to strengthen ties with the Geneva community. 

Four circuits will be available on the day: walking, 2km run, 5km run, and 8km run. 
They will start and finish at the Place des Nations, and will go through the Ariana Park and 
around the Palais des Nations. 



Programme 

Venue: Place des Nations 

10:00  Welcome remarks 

10:05 Runners warm-up 

 Walkers depart 

 Runners depart 

 Stretching session 

 Refreshments 

12:00 End of the event 

 

Participants are kindly asked to use public transport to get to the event. The 
“Nations” car park will be available for runners who will drive to the event.  

Only people in sportswear will be admitted. It is recommended to neither take food 
with you nor bulky bags; a snack will be offered at the end of the workout. Dogs are not 
allowed on the Palais des Nations grounds. 

The organizers look forward to welcoming you on 6 November. 

For further information, please contact the organizers of the Course de l’Escalade 
(022 700 59 02) or the United Nations Information Service in Geneva (022 917 23 02). 

 

Note to the editors: 

You will find multimedia content, including material for social networks, photos of the 
Palais des Nations and an electronic file of the poster of the Escalade Race on the Trello 
platform of the United Nations Information Service: https://trello.com/b/PJDRjkq8/course-
de-l-escalade. 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

   

   


